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FROM ASHES TO AWARDS IN RAG TRADE

NISA MPUNGWE. design-

. says sh

xpected to be the recipi-

ent of the 2006 Elle New Talent
Award. Nor did she expect 10 get to

where she is tod;
Flashing a smile. lm Tanzanian-

And to gt thee, Thad t sweat the
good stuff

Scissors in hand, pencil tucked
behind her ear and a tape measure
draped around her neck, Mpungwe
smiles. “One should never under-
estimate the power of hard work.”
she says.

With a BA in fashion design and
‘marketing from the Midrand Grad-
uate Institute, and a post graduate
diploma in creative patiern con-
struction from The London Interna-
tional School of Fashion, she admits
that the first pattern she made at 18
was “harrid”.

“I didn't know what 1 was doing
and it took me a while to figure it
out,” she laughs, adding that if she
hadn't gone into fashion she would
have become a politician, following
in the footstegs of b diplomai

Slnce recelving award, she
describes her life &s “a whirlwind of

GET C
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Since winning last year's Elie New Talent

Award, which goes to a young, promising
| fashion design student at the Sanlam SA
Fashion Week, Anisa Mpunguwe has been
| going places, writes Jabulile Ngwenya

excitement, pressure and a lot of
crash course lossons”.

‘Through a Mr Price mestorship.
she has learnt thal “every penny
counts™ and (o be wise about the
products put forward. She says she

s also learnt 1o reach out and get
10 know clients.

“Fashion is not only about
proving you can design interesting
garments: it includes acquiring a
business mindset,” says Mpungse.

But it is being the firstborn of
three children that really motivates
her

Mpungwe, who moved to South
Africa at the age of 10, recalls an
important lesson her mother
impart -

“My mother told me once while
driving me back home from a uni-
versity interview: Anisa, this s
‘what you have chasen to is
1o reason whatsoever to fail. You're
the firstborn and you have (o show
an example o your siblings

1 have kept that with me ever
since. Failure has no home here.”
says the 25-year-old. But she reveals
that being the cldest can be a lonely
road.

“There are times when 1 feel
weak and vulnerable, and want to
cry, but I still have to put on a brave

face
Seltmotivation has played a role
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Anisa

in her success, driving her o Jearn
the ropes as a student.

“At the end of my first year
in university, I felt like [ was
moving along at a snail’s pace
with everyone else, 0 1 asked
my lecturer if she knew of any
extrajobs | could do on theside.
I've been working ever sice.”

Mpungwe has added fash-
fon intern at Glamour maga-
zine and overseeing production
| atseveral factories to her CV.

“Ireally wanted to do it all so
that 1 could see where I fitted in.

“The fashion industry is

ayoung designer

huge, and it wa ly fair to give

myyzl[ a chance

1ange my mind

where I conld,”s dds.

She has wo
Jacabs - she wa
Fashion Week p
Funduzi - and br
own label last

| with Cralg
et of the Paris
t for his label
launching her
was @ junior

designer for Bla ffee.

“Loin Cloth ¢
the- term sackc
Hebrew custa
humility before
wearing cosrso
sacks, and du
ashes.” says My

15 comes from
and ashes, a
f expressing
igher spirit by
used

oneself with
ES

h othing labd Loin Cloth & Ashes.

She talks about her religious
upbringing, which has In some way
uenced her fashi . Her
{haher 1 Mt and nec mothor s
holic.

While she and her siblings have
Arablc names, they are Catholic.
Anisa, she says, means “Iriendly” in
‘Arabic, and “grace and/or favour”
in Hebrew:

rowing up jn Tanzania, she
attended an Anglican _school.
St Mary's Diocesan Schoo] for Girls,
where she discovered she had an
aptitude for designing clothes.

As she talks. she works on her

.

patterns. Soft music plays in the
background.
nnmhcrum—id yeLshe ponders
soclo-economic inequalities in
hcrhom'-land
“I'would Jike to go back to Tanza-
nia one day and do something that
means mors thah ust making pretty
clothes.”
"Fnshmkab\mm and it can
be used to foed families.
She takes a break o show a
couple of her creations. 3  bes
Gesigned 8 Hibboned g
\Am\‘ers“yhal.lm\da“mms(rama»
debutante ball gown.

}hr Wioughis consianty et co

“I'm never not doing

wme‘mhm My mind s always busy.
and I don't watch TV.

“I'm always thinking about what
10 do next, and reading up about
fashion trends.”

Her Slznllum design style, she

says, is "spunk;

“Fm exactly Tike that, spunky
and [woul ke o dress women who
feel the same

"The Japancse artof orlgari, she
says, also features in her designs.
Regularly experimenting  with
fabrics and patterns, Mpungwe dis-
covered origami thanks to a Jobn
Galliano facket, and an Alexander
McQueen une—seam iress, both of
which she deconstru

el bt ondceasd
something I have seen, 1 make an

exact replica of it so |h.\| T can
understand its logic.” she

She mentions that (h‘! elegant
swimear pjeces she put out at the
September Sanlam SA Fashion
Week Autumn/Winter 2010 Collec-
tions were an experiment.

“My close ‘had beer
ering me 1 do thelr Sikinis for
summer. so 1 thought a small intro-
duction 0 this would be fi and
interesting to pursue.”

Deseribing harsels, Moungwe
admits that she s shy if she

Know someane and, 1o hide this, she
tends o joke.

When she's angry. she speaks in
Swabili, her mother tongue. Time
for herself, she says, somehow
hardly features in her life anymore.

But she makes a point of finding
time to colject CDs and DVDs. “I love

Julle London, Nate Cole. Natalle
Cole and hip hop,” she.

Mpungue roveals. i o sigh,
that she wishes that she could get
‘more sleep.

Right now, though, she’s too busy
carving name out for hersalf in the
fashion industry. She hopes to suc-
cessfully oomblnc belngxbuslness

man and a

T something o working hard
at to get right.”
@ Loin Cloth & Ashes can be viewed
at wwwloinclothandashes.com, and
the studio shop is n from Mon-
day to Friday %am to 5pm and on
appointment after hours.



